
          Major Label Record Deal vs Independent? 
 

Ok, when deciding between going independent or signing with a major record label. Let's 
break down the key points. I get asked about the differences between a Major Label or 
going Independent as an Artist all the time. I explain the options that are best for you below: 

 

Independent Artist Route: 

• Master Rights: Independent artists retain ownership of their master recordings, giving 
them control over how their music is used and distributed. 

• Profit Retention: Independent artists typically keep 100% of the profits generated from 
their music sales, streams, and other revenue streams. However, they are also responsible 
for covering production and promotional costs. 

• Creative Control: Independence allows artists to maintain complete creative control over 
their music. They have the freedom to explore different genres, styles, and artistic directions 
without external pressures. 

• Business Savvy: Going independent requires artists to be more involved in the business 
side of their music careers. This includes marketing, distribution, and financial 
management. I think they should know this anyway. 

 

 

Major Record Label Route: 

• Master Rights: Record labels often acquire the master rights in exchange for funding the 
production, marketing, and distribution of an artist's music. 

• Profit Sharing: While signing with a record label can provide financial support, the artist's 
share of profits is typically lower. The label recoups its investment before the artist sees 
significant returns. 

• Exposure: Record labels can offer extensive resources for promoting and exposing an 
artist's music to a broader audience. This includes access to established distribution 
channels, marketing campaigns, and industry connections. 

• Less Administrative Burden: Artists signed to labels have less administrative 
responsibility. The label takes care of many aspects, allowing the artist to focus more on the 
creative process. 

 

 



 

 

Tonys Final Thoughts: The decision between going independent and signing a record label deal 
depends on the artist's goals and preferences. Some artists like the freedom of being independent, 
while others seek the support and exposure that a Major Record Label can provide. It's essential for 
artists to carefully consider their priorities and long-term objectives before making this crucial 
decision in their music careers. 

I always say if the record deal is right for you (Major or Independent ) go for it! I have found in most 
cases these days in 2024 Artist have a lot more control of their career. 

While the internet has indeed empowered independent artists, it's crucial to recognize that 
challenges persist. Navigating complexities such as copyright issues, building a sustainable career, 
and standing out in a crowded digital landscape require strategic planning and adaptability. 

So, get together a team of people who know you and your music goals to help you set a course 
forward to achieve them. 

 

Here some advantages of going independent: 

1. Direct Music Distribution: 

• Independent artists can now distribute their music directly to major online 
platforms like Spotify, Apple Music, YouTube, and more. This eliminates the need for 
traditional record labels, allowing artists to reach a global audience independently. 

2. Social Media Engagement: 

• Social media platforms such as Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, and TikTok enable 
artists to build and engage with their fan base directly. This direct connection fosters 
increased visibility, fan support, and networking opportunities. 

3. Crowdfunding and Fan Patronage: 

• Platforms like Kickstarter, Patreon, GoFundMe, and Crowdfund, empower 
independent artists to raise funds directly from their fan base. This financial support 
can be crucial for album releases, tours, and other creative projects. 

4. Global Collaboration: 

• The internet facilitates collaboration among artists from different geographical 
locations. Musicians can work together on projects, share ideas, and create music 
without the constraints of being limited by geographical distance. 

5. Licensing Opportunities: 

• Independent artists can explore licensing their music for various media, including 
films, TV shows, commercials, and video games. 

 



 

 

6. DIY Promotion and Digital Marketing: 

• Artists can take charge of their promotional efforts by leveraging digital marketing, 
creating their own websites, and utilizing social media for targeted advertising. This  
allows them to shape and manage their brand image. 

7. Data-Driven Insights: 

• Streaming platforms and social media offer artists valuable data and analytics. This 
information empowers artists to understand their audience demographics, track 
release performance, and make informed decisions about their marketing 
strategies. 

8. E-commerce for Merchandise: 

• Independent artists can directly sell merchandise to their fan base through online 
stores, reducing dependence on traditional merchandising channels. 

9. Educational Resources: 

• The internet provides a plethora of educational resources for artists to enhance their 
skills, gain industry insights, and stay informed about trends. Online courses, 
tutorials, and communities offer valuable learning opportunities. 
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